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Alonissos is the second in size and the most distant island of the inhabited Sporades off the mainland coast. Due to its position, the island stayed a bit on the sidewalk of the "Great History" as it is told us by the schoolbooks. This is true for the Antiquity, the Middle Age and also for what we call the Modern Times. But, obviously, through all those eras, the island saw life in all its forms and therefore stayed inside this History. To compile the available facts is the target and aim of this timetable. Obviously, as with all historical enterprises, no pretension of integrity or flawlessness is asserted.

Whenever events mention the isles of Skopelos and Skiathos, or event the Greek mainland are cited, the reason is that such dates may have had repercussions on the isle of Alonnissos and its habitants as well, notwithstanding the fact that local records are not documented. 

Artefacts of early historical epochs are known and show that the island has been inhabited. But due to the fact that such findings have not been analysed in a systematic and scientific manner, detailed explanations cannot be given, not to the least, that neither archaeological research nor excavations have been undertaken in the past. Alonissos seems to be not interesting enough to justify the costs thereof. So, only oral remarks concerning one or another finding - a pierced stone found occasionally while doing some garden work, red or black figurative shard, a grave hit while constructing. Due to a missing collecting point for such findings, for instance some kind of Island museum, those historical testimonies get lost. Such circumstances result in unsecured and undocumented data. Our chronological timetable cites the sources if ever available, while withstanding from a qualitative judgment of them. 

Some contradictions may be explained by these facts. We can assume that in Venetian, Osmanian or Greek archives some interesting information could have been found, but such enterprises would have gone beyond the scope of this work. Although, while exploring the German military archives in Freiburg, it has been possible to contribute some new data treating the period of the German occupation of Greece.

When contemplating the history of Alonissos one has the impression that it is the earthquake of March 1965 and the tourist development since the Seventies and Eighties that puts this Island into the focus of a larger audience. Whether this will profit to the Island, of which the undistorted and virgin nature is a welcomed ornament remains to be seen. 

The very name Alonissos presents already a certain problem, because over the millenaries and centuries the Island has been often renamed, forcing us to link the name with  the historical context. During the Antiquity, Alonissos was called Ikos, during the Middle Ages Chiliodromia or Liadromia. Alonissos became the official denomination of the island only consecutive to the liberation from the Osmanian rule. But during the era of what we call Antiquity, there existed an Island with an identical name. It is probable that an island in the immediate northeast neighbourhood wore this name, known today as Kyra Panagia; also beeen known under the name of Pelagonissi. A scientific controversy of the fact which Island has been the really Alonissos in the Antiquity is not yet closed. Some scientists assume that the antic Alonissos may be identical to the actual Island of Hag. Efstratios, not far away from Lesbos. 

In former times Skopelos had the Name Peparethos, while Skiathos kept its name during all those times. 

Saying this, we can make the following compilation:
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Skiathos 
 
 
 
Skiathos 

When we transcribe   the Greek Name of the Island   " ", consisting   of
 and  (the word for Sea/Salt and Isle), we have two options in German and English Writing. If we follow the transliteration, i.e. the literal transcription, we could write 'Alonnisos'. If we would follow the phonetic Transcription we should write 'Alonissos'. Both notations - 'Alonnisos' und 'Alonissos' - are correct. As for the present use, we opted for the transcription and are writing the name as 'Alonissos'

Words in Italic refer to other Islands or to the whole Country (of Greece) Comments and our own addenda are included in squared brackets.

We have to thank Mrs. Alexandra Mangou, Athens, Dr. Hanjo Lell, Leonberg und Dr. Ludwig Wimmer, München of welcomed comments and help.



The Monopati to the bay of Mikro Murtia has been enlarged 

On the Island there may live in the meantime approx. 300 Albanians; they are regarded as cheap labour. The walls in natural stones erected by them excel by their forms.

Greece enters the Exchange Rate Mechanism of the European Monetary System.


After 8 years in office, Jannis Drossakis from the Nea Demokratia is replaced by the new Mayor Orestis Konstantinos Papachristou of the PASOK party.


Bente Keller and Elias Zsoukanas publish a booklet with the title "Alonissos on Foot, A Walking and Swimming Guide" with watercolours by Bente Keller.  (m)


The Commune, with the help of the EU has 14 numerated and marked hiking trails. This can be seen as a contribution to the so called "green tourism".

In the meantime you have also guided wander tours. One of the most interesting tours might be the one from Kastana across a spectacular ravine to the sea near Strofili. Smooth grinded stones and deep undermining in the rivers bed let us think of sufficient water and a strong current in former times. It is said, the water has disappeared since the earthquake of 1965 through the then formed crevices, (m)


The concrete cover of the port installations get a special pavement, in as such that a stamp creates a simulation of natural stone plates. (m)


To the honour of those patriots executed by the Germans of the Third Reich, giving their lives for our Liberty, July, 15th, 1944]


In Agios Dimitrios starts the excavation work to uncover the foundations of a Byzantine church. We can see already the enormous dimensions of this Basilica. (m)


After the end of the annual excavation works, the archaeological area in Tsoukalia is secured by a fence. 

	Three other roads have received a tarmac cover. 

The road to Megalo Murtia

The Road from Steni Vala to Agios Dimitrios and the first section of the road from Votsi to Tsoukalia. (m)
	

	
	


